Make Your Own Terrarium!

Making terrariums is fun, easy, and inexpensive. They are essentially a self-regulating environment, so care is relatively easy. They’re good for people who lack a green thumb! 

Instructions abound on the Internet, but here are the steps we’ve used to make ours. 

You’ll need:

A SERRV Apothecary Jar


Small rocks or pebbles

Activated Charcoal

Sphagnum Moss

Potting Mix
Sand

2-4 plants, depending on size 
A squirt bottle


Optional decorative items:

Shells
Pretty moss
Rocks
Small figurines

Where to find these items:

Most garden centers will have all of these items. Craft shops will also have some supplies, like rocks and moss. We found our activated charcoal at a pet store (in the aquarium aisle), although garden centers should have it too. 

These supplies are usually inexpensive, although they can come in large packages. Consider making several terrariums at once (they make great gifts!) or invite your friends over for a craft night!

A note on plants: Ask your garden center for their recommendations! Some shops sell small plants that are especially for terrariums. In general, any small plants should work (avoid succulents!). Use plants of different heights for visual interest. 

The Steps:
1) Clean and dry your jar. 
2) Fill the bottom with a layer of rocks for drainage. 
3) Sprinkle the activated charcoal over the rocks.

4) Soak the sphagnum moss in water, squeeze it out, and layer over the charcoal.

5) Mix potting mix and sand together in a 1:1 ratio. Start with 1 cup of soil and 1 cup of sand. Add more as needed. 

6) Plant your plants in the soil!

7) Add other items as desired: rocks, small pieces of moss, figurines, etc. 

8) Mist the terrarium with water (use quite a bit to start to ensure it’s wet enough), pop on the cover, and place in a window. 

Note on watering: Watering depends on your plants. Some condensation on the glass is fine, but if you see lots of water condensing and running down the sides, it’s probably too wet. Just open the lid to let it dry out a little. When the soil line is dry, it’s time to water. If the surface soil is dry but moist deeper down, you can wait to water.  


